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STADIS ////////////////////////////////// 

FOR EA/ANP HURWITZ FROM AMBASSADOR 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PDIP PDEV BP 

SUBJECT: SOLOMON ISLANDS INDEPENDENCE CEREMONY 

REF: STATE 018120 

1 . WE DON'T YET KNOW HOW LARGE A DELEGATION SOLOMON ISLANDS 
(GSI) WILL INVITE, BUT WE MIGHT BEAR IN MIND THAT GPNG 
INVITED THREE (PLUS SPOUSESV-PRESIDENT, SECRETARY OF STATE, 
AND MYSELF AS RESIDENT REPRESENTATIVE-TO ITS INDEPENDENCE 
CEREMONIES TWO YEARS AGO. OUR DELEGATION CONSISTED OF, AS 
YOU MAY KNOW, THE GOVERNOR OF IOWA, THE MAYOR OF FORT 
LAUDERDALE, FLA. (WITH SPOUSES), AND MYSELF. GIVEN THE 
LIMITED ACCOMMODATIONS IN HONIARA, WE DOUBT INVITATIONS 
WILL EXCEED THREE (PLUS SPOUSES) FROM GSI. 

2. BELIEVE HEAD OF US DEL SHOULD HAVE SERVED IN SOLOMONS 
IN WORLD WAR II. MIGHT BE ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL, MEMBER 
OF CONGRESS, OR PUBLIC FIGURE. I WOULD PREFER CIVILIAN TO 
MILITARY PERSON TO LEAD DELEGATION. AS SECOND PERSON ON 
DELEGATION, WE BELIEVE MEMBER OF KENNEDY FAMILY 
(PREFERABLY JOHN F. KENNEDY, JR.) WOULD BE VERY 
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ENTHUSIASTICALLY RECEIVED. 

3. FYI. ADMIRAL WEISNER (CINCPAC) EXPRESSED INTEREST 
IN ATTENDING CEREMONIES TO MEMBER OF MY STAFF ON HIS 
RECENT VISIT HERE. HE SERVED ON AIRCRAFT CARRIER OFF 
SOLOMONS THAT WAS SUNK BY JAPANESE IN WW II AND HAS DISTINCT 
MEMORIES OF AREA. WE HAVE BEEN INFORMALLY IN TOUCH WITH 
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MARINES WHO ARE INTERESTED IN SOMEHOW PARTICIPATING, 

AWAITING, OF COURSE, STATE'S LEAD. BGEN VINCENT BLAZ, 

USMC DIRECTOR OF INFORMATION, WOULD BE THE POINT OF 
CONTACT. DURING MY CONSULTATIONS PEACE CORPS OFFICIALS 
INDICATED THEY THOUGHT PEACE CORPS REP SHOULD BE INCLUDED 
ON DELEGATION AS IT IS ONLY US AGENCY REPRESENTED IN 
HONIARA. END FYI 

4. COMSEVENTHFLT HAS TOLD US IT WOULD LIKE TO PAY SHIP 
VISITS IN THIS AREA DURING SUMMER. INFORMAL DISCUSSIONS 
WITH ADMIRAL WEISNER HAVE INDICATED HE WOULD BE RECEPTIVE 
TO REQUEST FOR NAVAL VESSEL TO VISIT HONIARA AT TIME OF 
INDEPENDENCE. IF THIS COULD BE ARRANGED IT WOULD PERMIT 
ATTENDANCE OF NAVAL AND MARINE REPRESENTATIVES WITHOUT UNDUE 
PRESSURE ON HOTEL FACILITIES. I PLAN TO MAKE REQUEST TO 
ADMIRAL WEISNER FOR NAVAL VESSEL SHORTLY. 

5. RUSS OLSON IS SCHEDULED TO VISIT HONIARA NEXT MONTH 
AND WILL ASK SOME OF QUESTIONS WE NEED ANSWERED. 

6. QUESTION OF INVITATIONS FOR REPS FROM TTPI, GUAM 
AND AMERICAN SAMOA WAS STICKY ONE AT TIME OF PNG 
INDEPENDENCE. WE PREVAILED UPON GPNG TO ISSUE INVITATION 
TO USG IN WASHINGTON THROUGH CONGEN PORT MORESBY, AND 
NOT DIRECT TO GOVERNMENTS OF TTPI, GUAM AND AMERICAN 
SAMOA. WE ASSUME YOU WILL WANT THIS DONE SAME WAY THIS 
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TIME, BUT PLEASE CONFIRM. ALSO, WOULD LIKE INSTRUCTIONS 
COVERING REPRESENTATION OF NORTHERN MARIANAS. HOW SHOULD 
SUCH INVITATION BE WORDED? I REALIZE THESE QUESTIONS MAY 
NOT ARISE, BUT WOULD LIKE TO BE INFORMED IN CASE THEY DO. 

OLMSTED 
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